
   

 
 

45 Beech Street 
North Arlington 

 New Jersey  
07031 

 
Main Office:  

(201) 991-6800 (ex 5) 
 

Guidance and Attendance Office:  
(201) 991-6800 (ex 2250) 

(Absences must be called in by 8 am) 
 

Nurses Office:  
(201) 991-6800 (ex 2220) 

 
    
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL 

 
Dear Students and Parents: 
 
Welcome to the North Arlington Middle School.  We 
make every effort to provide each student with the 
opportunity for a well-rounded and outstanding 
education, and work diligently to create the best 
learning environment possible.   
 
This booklet is designed to inform our students and 
parents in learning about the policies and programs 
available at the Middle School.   Please read and 
become familiar with it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent/Student 
Handbook Section 

2009-10 
 
We want you to know that every effort is made to 
provide each student with the opportunities for a well-
rounded and worthwhile education.  Our staff works 
diligently to create the best learning environment 
possible.  We, as educators, recognize the importance 
of developing within each child an attitude of self-
respect, responsibility, and self-worth.  We provide a 
variety of opportunities for each student to find 
meaningful, responsible relationships with other 
students and faculty. 
 
Parents are partners in the important job of educating 
the children of this community.  We cannot and should 
not do it alone.  We welcome your suggestion, 
concerns, and solicit your membership in the P.T.O. 
 
 Together as educators, parents, and students we can 
move the learning process forward.  It is the key to the 
growth and development of every student.  To our 
students we ask you to be an active participant in the 
learning process, work hard, an always reach for your 
personal best. 
The certificate indicating that you have read this  is to 
be returned to the student’s homeroom teacher 
September 19th. 
 
Best wishes for a wonderful year. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Mr. Dan Di Guglielmo 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NORTH 
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Join The 
North Arlington Middle School PTO  

Participate in  your child’s education! 
 

 
PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

 
Sixth Grade Team Program 

 
• Reading 
• Math 
• Science 
• Social Studies  
• Writing 
• Spanish 
• Physical Education 
 
Cycle (Exploratory) Courses 
 
• Art 
• Technology 
• Music 
• Computer Exploration 
• Test Prep 
 

Seventh Grade Team Program 
 
• Reading     
• Mathematics     
• Science     
• Social Studies 
• Physical Education 
• Writing    
 
Cycle (Exploratory) Courses   
  
• Art      
• Technology     
• Music     
• Computer Exploration  
• Test Prep     

Eighth Grade Team Program 
 
• Reading 
• Math 
• Science 
• Social Studies 
• Writing 
• Physical Education 
• Spanish 
 
Cycle (Exploratory) Courses 
 
• Art 
• Technology 
• Music 
• Test Prep 
 

 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL PTO 

 
President 

1stVice President 
2nd Vice President 

Treasurer 
Secretary 

 
 
 

Schedule By Period 
        

  
 Period     Monday – Friday 
     1     Homeroom  7:50 – 8:15                 
     2     8:15-- 9:00 
     3              9:00 – 9:45                    
     4            9:45 – 10:30                  
     5            10:30 – 11:15                
     6             11:15 – 12:00                
     7             12:00 – 12:45                
     8             12:45 – 1:30                  
     9             1:30 –   2:20                    
     Extra Help    2:20 –  2:45 
  

PRIOR TO PERIOD ONE 
 
Classroom/school doors are opened at 7:45 a.m.  
Students should not arrive to school prior to this 
time unless they are specifically scheduled for an 
early morning activity/program.  At 7:50 
students should be in their period one course. 

 
Attendance 

 
If your child is absent, please do the 
following: 
 
A. For a brief absence - Write a note upon 

child’s return. 
B. For an extended absence - Call and speak 

with someone in the office or leave a 
message in the guidance office (991 6800 ex 
2250) 

C.  If your child is unaccounted for, parents will 
be called at home or work unless you notify 
us through the Arrival Check Program (“See 
Arrival Check Program.”) Please be sure all 
phone numbers are updated as the Police will 
be called for unaccounted children that are 
absent. 

 
 
 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE: 



 GRADES 6 –8 
  
The following annotated outline is presented to 
assist the faculty, parents/School District that”… 
the pupils enrolled in the schools of this district 
attend school regularly in accordance with the 
laws of the state”, and in understanding how the 
basic policy will be implemented. 
 
1. Definitions 

A. Excused Absence 
An excused absence shall be defined as an 
absence from school or class for any 
legitimate reason, in order to verify the 
legitimacy of the absence, the school 
requires that a parent/guardian call the 
school office between the hours of 7:30a.m. 
and 8:30a.m. (991 6800 (2250) and that, in 
the case of an absence of three days, notes 
from the parent accompany the returning 
student after five days a written statement 
signed by a physician is required.  The 
following are considered legitimate reasons 
for absenteeism: 

1. Death in the family. 
2. Approved religious holidays 

will not be charged against 
total absence record of the 
student. 

3. Quarantine. 
4. Required court or legal 

appearance. 
5. Emergency medical or dental 

appointment. 
Personal illness or injury must be reported by 
parent and is considered an absence. This 
absence is cumulative and counted toward the 
twenty days as described in the policy (unless a 
Doctor certifies illness or injury requiring the 
student be excused from school.) 
 
B.  Unexcused Absence 
  An unexcused absence from school shall be 
defined as truancy.  Promotion and/or graduation 
may be adversely affected due to violations of 
the attendance policy. 
 
 
A Middle School student will be limited to a 
total of twenty absences for the school year.  
Any student who accrues a total of more than 
twenty absences, in any school year, will be 
given notice of their danger of failing for the 
school year and being retained in that same 
grade. 
 

The student who exceeds twenty days of absence 
will not be allowed to claim relief on the 
grounds that he/she did not anticipate illness or 
emergency. 
 

C. Partial Day Absences 
It is understood that absence for part of the day 
will count toward the twenty absences for each 
course missed that day. 
 
All students and parents/guardians will be 
notified annually of this policy and will be urged 
to conserve absences so that they will be 
available in the event of illness and emergency. 
 
Parents will be alerted either by mail and/or 
telephone whenever a student has cut, or has an 
unexcused absence. The following 
accumulations will affect the subject grade. 
 
Parents will be alerted that any student who 
accrues a total of 15 days in a school year may 
receive a one day suspension from school. More 
than twenty absences in any school year, will be 
given notice of their danger of failing for the 
school year and being retained in the same 
grade. 

 
TARDY 

 
   Tardiness shall be defined as the arrival to school 

or class after the bell has rung to begin school or 
class.   If you are tardy to school you must report 
to the Principal’s Office to obtain an admittance 
slip, prior to reporting to any class.  It is 
imperative that students arrive to school on time.  
Being late to school prohibits them from 
obtaining the first elements of instruction for the 
day and will cumulatively begin to effect 
student’s grades.  Also, students who arrive at 
school late disturb classes and learning that has 
already begun.   
 

Tardiness Procedures 
 
5th Tardy = 2 days detention 
10th Tardy = 5 days detention 
15th Tardy = 1 day out of school suspension    
20th Tardy = conference with student and parent 
with possibility of loss of credits and further 
suspensions. 
STATE LAW REGARDING TRUANCY 
 
N.J.S.A. 18A: 38-27 states that “Any child 
between the ages of 6 and 16 years who shall 



repeatedly be absent from school and any child 
found away from school during school hours 
whose parent, guardian, or other person having 
charge and control of the child and any pupil 
who is incorrigible, shall be deemed to be a 
juvenile disorderly person and shall be 
proceeded against as such” Any child found to 
be truant will be suspended from school. 
 

Cutting of Class 
 

A cut shall be defined as any unexcused absence 
from an assigned class or period. 
 
For a first cut in any period the parent will be 
notified, counselor intervention, assignment of 5 
days detention, and the student will be held as 
incomplete for class work for the period cut.  
The student will be held incomplete in the 
subject until the time and work missed is made 
up.   
 
If the student fails to report for detention the 
parent will be notified of the student’s possible 
suspension.  Continued cutting will be grounds 
for suspension from school. 
 

Student Cutting 
 
1. In Middle School, the Principal or his 
designee will notify the parent/guardian by 
phone or mail.  A parent/guardian,  
counselor, teacher conference will be set up by 
the Principal and the student will be removed 
from the class until the parent conference. 
 
2.  In Middle School, a second cut in any class, 
the Principal or his designee will notify the 
parent/guardian by phone or mail.  A 
parent/guardian, counselor/teacher conference 
will be set up by the Principal.  The Principal 
may recommend suspension. 
 
 3. In Middle School, a third cut, the Principal or 
his designee will notify the parent/guardian by 
telephone; the student and parent will be notified 
of possible course failure for the year.  
Suspension may be recommended. The school 
will continue to audit the class and a 
determination will be made in early June by a 
review committee to the status of student either 
passing or failing the course.  If summer school 
were an option it would be at the parent’s 
expense.  The review committee will be made up 
of teacher, guidance counselor and principal. 

 
 

Arrival Check Program 
 
North Arlington Middle School offers an arrival 
check program to monitor students between 
home and school.  If your child is going to be 
absent, you are requested to call the school at 
(201-991-6800 ex 2250) and leave a message on 
the answering machine before 7:30 am.  The 
following information should be given by A 
PARENT OR GUARDIAN ONLY: 

• Your child’s name (Spell the last 
name). 

• The date or dates of the absence. 
• Your child’s grade and first period 

teacher. 
• Your name 
• Reason for absence 
 

DISCIPLINE POLICY 
 
The North Arlington Middle School staff stands for 
positive relationships with our students and helping 
students develop their inner controls for appropriate 
and maturing behavior.      
 
 
From time to time, however, we realize that the very 
nature of humanness of all people, and the nature of 
this stage of development wherein the middle school 
student finds him/herself indicates a need for 
“disciplinary” procedure. 
 
 
 

GENERAL RULES 
 

1. Students are to show respect to each other 
and all adults in the school. 

2. Students may not leave the school property 
during school hours. 

3. Students are to report to their period one 
class on time.  Students who do not make it 
to their period one class by 7:50 a.m. must 
report to the office. 

4. Students must have a written hallway pass if 
they are in the hallways during classes. 

5. Students moving from class to class are to 
do so in a quiet, orderly manner and should 
stay to the right in hallway. 

6. No gum chewing. 
7. No eating food or drinking outside of the 

cafeteria. 
8. Skateboarding, roller blade use or bicycling 

is not permitted on school property. 
9. No littering or throwing objects. 



10. (*)Fighting, horseplay, willful disobedience, 
physical contact and the use of obscene 
language/gestures will not be tolerated. 

11. (*) Smoking or possession of cigarettes. 
12. (*)No illegal substances and/or 

inappropriate objects on school property. 
13. (*) Gross disrespect to teachers, or other 

school personnel. 
14. (*) Cutting class or truancy from school. 
15. (*) No theft or defacing of school or 

personal property (e.g. configuration of 
computer hard drive, writing on desks or 
textbooks...) 

16. (*) Any other infractions of the school rules 
and regulations, as deemed by the principal, 
are grounds for suspension. 

 
(*)  Asterisks represent infractions that will 
be categorized as severe for internal or 
external suspension if committed in school, or 
on school grounds. The penalties for severe 
infractions and are offenses that will be 
considered as a basis for suspension if 
committed in school, or on school grounds. 
 
 
CAUSES FOR SUSPENSION 

 
 
N.J.S.A.18A: 37-2 - Any pupil who is guilty of 
continued and willful disobedience, open defiance of 
the authority of any teacher or person having authority 
over him, or of the habitual use of profanity or of 
obscene language, or who shall cut, deface or 
otherwise injure any school property, shall be liable to 
punishment and to suspension or expulsion from 
school. 
 
Conduct, which shall constitute good cause for 
suspension or expulsion of a pupil guilty of such 
conduct, shall include, but not be limited to, any of the 
following: 
 

A. Continued and willful disobedience. 
B.  Open defiance of the authority of any 

teacher or person, having authority over 
him. (Cutting detention) 

C. Conduct of such character as to constitute a 
continuing danger to the physical well being 
of other pupils. 

D. Physical assault upon another pupil. 
E. Taking, or attempting to take, personal 

property or money from another pupil, or 
from his presence, by means of force or fear. 

F. Willfully causing, or attempting to cause, 
substantial damage to school property. 

G. Participation in an unauthorized occupancy 
by any group of pupils or others of any part 
of any school or other building owned by 
any school district, and failure to leave such 

school or other facility promptly after 
having been directed to do so by the 
principal or other person then in charge of 
such building or facility. 

H. Incitement which is intended to and does 
result in unauthorized occupation by any 
group of pupils or others of any part of a 
school or facility owned by any school 
district, and; 

I. Incitement which is intended to and does 
result in truancy by other pupils, and; 

J. Knowing possession or knowing 
consumption without legal authority of 
alcoholic beverages or controlled dangerous 
substances on school premises, or being 
under the influence or intoxicating liquor or 
controlled dangerous substances while on 
school premises. 

 
 

STUDENT SUSPENSION 
 
Student suspension from school involves barring a 
child from attending regularly scheduled classes and 
all school directed activities and functions for the 
reason that his/her continued presence materially and 
substantially interferes with the good order of the 
school.   The North Arlington Board of Education 
recognizes that suspension represents the ultimate 
action taken in dealing with disciplinary cases, a 
measure to be used only when other disciplinary 
methods have failed. 
 
The North Arlington Board of Education further 
recognizes that suspension is a valid form of 
discipline, and is a necessary function in our daily 
school operation, serving as a deterrent to the student 
involved, as well as his/her peers, and alerting the 
parents/guardians to the difficulties their child is 
having concerning school responsibilities. 
 
It shall be the policy of the North Arlington Board of 
Education, therefore, that: 
  
Behavior, which constitutes cause for suspension, 
shall include, but not be limited to, that behavior 
which is indicated In  N..J.S.A. 18A-37.  Only the 
principal, or his designee, may suspend a pupil.  Any 
such action must be reported to the Superintendent 
immediately, who will report the suspension to the 
Board of Education at its next regular meeting. 

DETENTION 
 
Students may be required to remain after school as a 
consequence for violating school rules.   Should there 
be a need to change the date of the detention, a request 
should be made in writing to the staff member issuing 
the detention.  Students assigned to detention on a 
given day will report to the assigned room and follow 
these procedures. 

1. Students must report by 2:25 p.m. 



2. There is no talking during detention. 
3. Students should bring sufficient schoolwork 

to complete. 
4. Upon arriving in the detention room the 

student is not permitted to leave. 
5. Detention ends at 2:45. 

 
Students who fail to attend the prescribed 
detention may receive double the original penalty, 
or a possible suspension, 
 

Bus Behavior 
 

The following are safety and behavior rules for all bus 
travel provided by the School District: 
 
1. Students are not to ride with heads or arms 

extended out of the bus windows. 
2. Students must not participate in loud talk, rough 

play, profanity, or vulgarity on the bus. 
3. Students must stand at least three feet from 

moving buses; there must be no pushing in line. 
4.  Students must respectfully obey the driver’s 

directions concerning methods of boarding or 
discharging, seating assignments, etc. 

5. Students must not play in   roadway while 
awaiting the bus. 

6. Students must not eat on the bus and/or leave 
candy wrappers, lunch papers, and other litter in 
the buses. 

7. Students should go directly home after being 
discharged at their bus stop. 

8.  Students who fail to cooperate will be denied   
the privilege of riding the bus.   

9. Students will be held responsible for 
defacing or damaging the interior or 
exterior of the bus. 

10. Students are not to talk to the driver while 
the bus is in motion. 

 
All students are expected to behave.  Drivers will 
report unnecessary yelling, rowdiness, or fighting 
and disciplinary action may result in temporary or 
permanent suspension from the bus. 
 
 
 
 

CAFETERIA NOTES 
 

The following rules have been established for 
student use of the cafeteria: 
 

1. Students must form lines leading into food 
serving areas. 

2. All movement going to and from the 
cafeteria area should be in an orderly 
manner. 

3. Whenever passing through the halls and 
corridors stay to the RIGHT SIDE. 

4. Students must follow directions given by 
cafeteria and supervisory personnel. 

5. Students are responsible for disposing of all 
lunch paper, litter, and leftover food.  
Receptacles are provided for this purpose. 

6. Trays and utensils should be deposited in 
designated locations. 

7.  The immediate area where a student is seated 
is the individual student’s responsibility and 
must be cleared of all trays, utensils, and 
paper.  This includes the adjacent floor area. 

8. Talking should be conducted at a regular  
conversational level.  No loud talking or 
boisterous conduct is permitted during the 
lunch period. 

9.  Food may not be taken out of the cafeteria. 
10. An alternate location will be designated for 

students exhibiting problem behaviors.  
Students assigned to an alternate eating 
location must eat in this area until released 
by the supervising aide.   

 
11. Unnecessary visiting and movement through 

the lunch area is not permitted. 
12. Throwing of any food, utensils or papers 

will be considered grounds for suspension 
from school. 

 
 

If behavior does not improve, this will be 
considered grounds for possible suspension 
from school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCKERS 
 
All students will be assigned a hall locker in which to 
keep your outer clothing and books.   Your hall locker 
combination will be given to you the first  day of 
school.  At that time the combination is give to you, 
you will have an opportunity to go to your locker to 
try it out.  A teacher will be there to assist you if you 
encounter any difficulty.   
 
A few reminders for you in the use of your locker: 



1. DO NOT TELL ANYONE YOUR 
COMBINATION!   

2. Remember to keep you locker locked at all 
times. Try your locker after closing the door 
to see if it is securely closed.   

3. DO NOT LEAVE YOUR LOCKER 
UNLOCKED.   

4. You are solely responsible for locker 
security and its contents.  

5. Students are to use lockers only: 
1. Before school. 
2. Before lunch. 
3. After school. 

6 Locker passes must be given for times other 
than listed above. 

 
Lockers are school property and lockers are subject to 
inspection by the chief school administrator or his/her 
designee. 
 
You are given a locker to store and safeguard you 
books and personal property.  The school cannot 
assume responsibility for your personal possessions.  
Each student is responsible for the condition of his/her 
locker.  No stickers or pictures of any kind should be 
attached to lockers. 

 
BOOKS 

 
You will be issued several books at the beginning of 
the year.  Though these books belong to the school, 
they are yours to use and you are responsible for 
them.  You should return them in as good a condition 
as you received them. 
 
A fine will have to be paid for lost books or misused 
books.  Fines for the misuse of books will be collected 
at the end of the year.  All textbooks must be covered. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PASSES 
 
During classes an effort is made to keep student 
movement to a minimum so there will be little 
disruption to teaching and learning.  If you must leave 
the room, request permission from the teacher and 
obtain a pass.  This pass permits you to go from the 
room of your destination and return.  It does not 
permit you to make any unauthorized stops along the 
way. 
 
Students must sign the attendance sheet that the 
teacher will have when you leave and return to the 
classroom. 

 
Students are not permitted in the halls without a pass 
while classes are in session. 

 
Health Room 

 
The health room’s primary function is to give 
basic first aide to students who are ill or injured 
during the school hours.  Students who are too ill 
to remain in school may be sent home with 
parents or neighbors/relatives listed on the 
emergency procedure card. 
 
Please, therefore, fill out the emergency 
procedure card accurately. 
 

Medications 
 
Students are not permitted to carry any 
medication with them in school.  All 
medications, even over-the-counter items such as 
aspirin or calamine lotion, should be brought to 
the health room where they will be under lock 
and key and dispensed at the appropriate time. 
 
In order for the school nurse to administer 
medication, a physician’s order form must be 
completed by a doctor and signed by a parent.  
(The school nurse cannot give medication 
otherwise.) 
 
 
 
Immunizations 
 
In order to register you child in the North Arlington 
Public Schools, you must submit the required 
immunization record. 
 

Physical Exams 
 
Physical exams are required for all entrees to North 
Arlington Public Schools. 
 
Students age ten to 18 are given exams every other 
year for scoliosis (a deforming curvature of the spine) 
examination, mandated by state statue. 
 
The nurse screens each student annually for vision 
deficits. Students in grades 6 & 8 are given a hearing 
screening. 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT PROGRESS REPORTS,  



REPORT CARDS AND GRADING 
 
North Arlington Middle School views each child as a 
unique individual with varying strengths, weaknesses, 
and needs.  Evaluations are based on the teachers’ 
assessment of each child’s ability to perform at his or 
her own level. 
 
Student evaluation is an on-going process.   
Cooperation and communication between the home 
and the school is necessary.  We encourage you to 
discuss you child’s progress at any time. 
A parent-team conference may be arranged by 
contacting the guidance office. 
 
 

 
  

Key to Grades 
 A=90-100 

              B=80-89 
              C=70-79 
              D=66-69 

                         F=65 and below 

 
                 

TESTING PROGRAM 
 
Students in Grades 6 through 8 will be administered 
the NJ ASK.    
 
Midterm and final examinations will be 
administered to seventh and eighth grade 
students. 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 

At NAMS, the teacher(s) can initiate parent 
conferences, but most likely parents need to set up 
appointments with one or more teachers at a time. 
 
We encourage communication between home and 
school and welcome sharing information and 
strategies with you. 
 
Anticipated Scheduled Parent Conference 

Dates 
           

Last week in January 
 

Report Card Dates 
 

 
Mid April 

January Conferences, 
Mid April  

Last day of school 
 

VISITORS  
 
All persons are required to obtain permission from 
building principal before visiting the teacher or the 
classroom during the school hours. 
 

STORMY DAY OR EMERGENCY 
DAY SIGNALS  

 
If school is closed because of storm or any other 
emergency, a reverse 911 system will alert you 
through the telephone number you have submitted to 
the office.   
 
Radio stations W.I.N.S 1010. W.O.R 710 & W.C.B.S. 
88 may announce the closing of school because of 
inclement weather.  The Board of Education may be 
reached between 7:00-7:45 A.M. (201-991-6800). We 
ask that you do not call the North Arlington Police 
Department for this information. 
 
In case of an emergency such as an early dismissal, 
your child should be instructed where to go if you are 
not at home. 
 
The school will make an effort to contact all parents 
when the children are going to be excused early.  
However, your child should have specific instructions 
from you about where to go if you cannot be 
contacted. 
 

 
DRESS CODE 

 
The following dress code has been established to 
establish an appropriate atmosphere for learning: 

1. Shorts will be permitted provided that 
they are to the length of the wearer’s 
mid thigh. 

2. Safe and proper footwear must be worn 
at all times.      

3. Jewelry, belts, jackets and wristbands of 
a studded or dangerous nature are not 
permitted. 

4. Prohibited during the normal school      
day are: 



a. Any article of clothing with 
undesirable writing. 

b. Hats of any kind and 
bandanas/headbands. 

c. Halters, bare midriffs or short 
sweaters and blouses that 
become bare midriffs. 

d. Nude look or see through 
clothing. 

e. Undergarments worn as 
outerwear (including 
thermals). 

f. Coats or jackets that are 
outdoor garments. 

g. Styles that exaggerate 
emphasize or call attention to 
anatomical details. 

h. Beepers/cell phones, etc. 
 

5. Ipods, headphones, MP3 players, etc. 
also are not permissible 

6. Any student who is sent home for a 
violation of the dress code will be 
assigned one day’s detention for each 
period.  If a student is sent home a 
second time he/she will be assigned five 
days detention.  Parents are 
responsible for the clothing a child 
wears to school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK POLICY 
 
Homework is a major component and vital part 
of the Middle School Program.  It is an extension 
of the regular daily school program.  Homework 
is designed to foster the skills or responsibility, 
autonomy, perseverance, and time management. 
 
Possible homework activities might include 
preparation activities, practice exercises, 
extension assignments, and creative activities.  
Individual teachers and/or interdisciplinary 
planning teams will determine the amount of 
homework assigned.  When there is no formal 

homework assignment, time should be spent in 
review. 
 
If a student is absent, it is that student’s 
responsibility to make up missed assignments.  
In the case of extended illness, special 
consideration will be given. 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK REQUESTS  
DUE TO ABSENCES 

 
When students are absent from school it is their 
responsibility to get assignments made up upon 
their return.  It is strongly suggested that the 
student contact another student in class to cover 
one or two day absences.  This buddy system has 
proven to work quite well.  
 

(Extended Absences) 
 
It is suggested that parents request  
homework after the third consecutive day  
that a student is absent. 
 
• Contact the school as early as possible in the 

day. 
• Tell the guidance department or the 

student’s team (6th/7th/8th). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips to Parents Helping with 
Homework 

 
Remember: 

Home assignments are you child’s responsibility 
- not yours.  However, they do need your 
encouragement and support.  Specifically your 
child needs consistency in when, where, and 
how they should complete their home 
assignments.  Following are some simple 
suggestions as to how you can be the most 
effective support when it’s homework time. 
 
• Area 



Provide a quiet, well-lit area for your child to do 
his/her home assignment.  This area should feel 
comfortable and always be available at 
homework time. 
 
 
 
• Tools 
Provide “tools” for doing home assignments: 
pencil, pen, paper, and a dictionary.  A desk or 
table makes the best place to do homework -(not 
the knees, lap, or floor). 
 
• Adapt Learning Style 
Observe you child’s learning style and adept 
homework time accordingly. (i.e.:  Some 
students would rather have some leisure time 
directly after a long day at school - so just before 
or after dinner would be preferable.  Some 
students would rather complete their homework 
after just arriving home from school. 
 
Whatever is best for your child is okay, but be 
consistent. 
 
• Proofread 
Help your child proofread work but the student 
should correct errors. 
 
• Calendar 
Keep a calendar close by and, along with your 
child, note important “due dates” so that 
unexpected or unpleasant home assignment 
“surprises” can be avoided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Homework 
If your child consistently tells you that he/she 
has no homework, make further inquiries.  
Chances are he/she is hedging. 
 
 

Guidance  
 
Students with problems or concerns or those 
who have a need to talk out a situation should 
consult with the homeroom teacher, or any other 
member or the staff. 
 
 

 
• Gifted and Talented Program 

The North Arlington School District prides itself 
in its educational practice of providing 
appropriate educational opportunities for all 
students.  This right to education is in keeping 
with one’s ability to reach his/her potential. 
The district recognizes the uniqueness of each 
student.  Therefore, the district is committed to 
providing students who exhibit special abilities 
in the following five areas additional or 
enriching programming: intellectual, specific 
academic subjects, creativity, artistic, and 
leadership.  The process for identifying students 
with special abilities should be ongoing, 
positive, and flexible.  Through specific types of 
identification criteria, the district can 
acknowledge the characteristics and needs of 
each individual student.    Basic programming 
should be accessible to all students in regular 
classrooms and also in extra-curricular activities.    
Increasingly specialized programming will be 
available to students who demonstrate a need by 
their unique giftedness in any of the five areas.   
Further information regarding Gifted and 
Talented can be found in NA BOE policy #617.2 
and in the Program Guide in the office.  
Additional information for parents of gifted 
students can be found at 
www.hoagiesgifted.org/parents.htm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Bullying and Gang Related 

Issues 
 
The Board of Education prohibits 
initiating or advocating gang-related 
activities.  These stem from defacing 
property, tagging, slogans, insignias, 
threats, soliciting, and aiding in 
recruiting gang related activities. 
 
Bullying is addressed through multiple 
means.  Topics related to bullying 
methods are on going activities that are 
provided to the students. Violation of 
one’s general well being is addressed through 
penalties ranging from conferences to 



suspensions.  Severe incidents are also aided 
with the support of the local law enforcement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAMS 
We care about your children. 
 
 
 

PROMOTION AND 
RETENTION OF STUDENTS 

 
 
 
Promotion or retention of students in the North 
Arlington Public Schools, Grades Pre-K/12, 
shall be related to achievement of district goals 
and objectives.  Pupils and parents/guardians 
shall be informed of the skills and levels of 
mastery in the most convenient and expedient 
manner.  The district’s educational program shall 
provide for the continuous progress of students 
from one grade level to the next.   
 
When reviewing pupils for promotion, grades 
Pre-K, K-5, the criteria to be considered shall 
include: 
 
 

A. The achievement of minimum 
proficiency levels in basic reading, 
writing, and mathematics skills. 

B. Continuous growth and 
achievement in all program  
Areas commensurate with ability 
and grade level expectations. 

C. Evidence of social and emotional 
maturity necessary for a successful 
learning experience. 

  
When reviewing pupils for promotion in grades 
6, 7 and 8, the criteria to be considered shall 
include: 

A. Successful attainment of items A-C 
above. 

B. A passing grade in all major 
subjects.  Failures in one or two 
major subjects must be made up in 
an accredited summer school. 

C. A student who fails more than 
two subjects will not be eligible 
for summer school, and must 
repeat the grade. 

D. An eighth grade student failing or 
in danger of failing one or more 
subjects for the school year may 
not be allowed to attend grade 8 
end of year activities. (i.e. Trips, 
Class Night, Promotion Program, 
etc.) 

E. Attendance on class trips and 
school functions is based on the 
student’s school behavior, under 
policies of school safety 
procedures.  Students with 
consistent disruptive behavior 
issues may not be permitted to 
attend such events. 

 
Promotion and graduation in grades 9-12 will be 
regulated by the provisions and administrators 
procedures of Board Policy #6146.2, Graduation 
Requirements. 



 
Hall Behavior 

 
When going to and from lockers or classes, 
students should do so in a responsible and well-
behaved manner.  There should be no yelling, 
pushing, or slamming locker doors.  Students 
should walk in the hallways and stair ways by 
keeping to the right side.  Teacher detentions 
may be given to students behaving in an 
inappropriate manner. 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL POLICY 
 
North Arlington Students may attend an 
accredited summer school with the following 
stipulations: 

A. The building principal, after 
consultation with the student’s 
teacher(s), gives permission. 

B. Applicants for summer school must 
be registered in the high 
school/middle school guidance 
departments. 

Regular attendance in school being both 
mandated by law and essential to the learning 
process, student attendance shall be regulated by 
the provisions and administrative procedures of 
the Board of Education policy on 
ATTENDANCE.  (MIDDLE SCHOOL AND 
ELEMENTARY ATTENDANCE)  

 
DELAYED OPENING SCHEDULE 

 
On some days during the school year, the 
weather conditions may be very bad in the early 
morning, while the predictions indicate that the 
condition will be much improved a few hours 
later. To prevent canceling school for the 
whole day on such occasions, students at the 
Middle School will begin school at 10:00 A.M. 
and end school at 3:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTH ARLINGTON 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 The North Arlington Middle 
School recognizes the many 
unique needs, cultural 
backgrounds, developmental levels 
and abilities of children, as well as 
the need to be partners in 
education with our community and 
the world community-at-large.  We 
work to provide a highly varied, 
challenging and well rounded 
program of learning experiences 
reflective of the NJ Core 
Curriculum Content Standards that 
will allow students to develop 
academically, socially, 
emotionally, and physically.  
Through instruction in basic skills, 
critical thinking skills, social 
studies, science, fine and 
performing arts, technology, world 
languages and physical 
development, combined with a rich 
program of extracurricular 
activities, students will become 
literate, self-disciplined, 
independent and confident learners 
who demonstrate positive attitudes 
and appropriate social/emotional 
behaviors that will prepare them 
for the challenges of the 21st 
Century. 
 


